366	THE FALL OF THE GERMAN REPUBLIC
type that was severely frowned upon by the older army chiefs
brought up in the stern Moltke tradition; the type which had
too much money and spent it much too freely. He danced his
way into the heart of one of the charming daughters of the great
industrial house of Villeroy and Boch in the Saar and through his
marriage not only greatly increased his substance., but became
intimately connected on the one hand with the Franco-Belgian
aristocracy, and on the other with the big Rhenish-Westphalian
industrialists. Transferred to the ist Uhlans of the Guard, the
crack cavalry regiment so bitterly detested by the officer of the
line, he was not the sort of officer who is picked to rise in his
profession. But his birth was excellent, his income large, and his
social success undoubted. So he was packed off to Mexico in
1913 as military attache and shortly after was transferred to
Washington. During the war Captain von Papen was a notorious
figure, but not exactly a success. Always the enthusiastic amateur,
he flung himself into the work of espionage and then into the
work of sabotage. His complicity in outrages in American munition
works having been proved by his leaving important and com-
promising documents in a public conveyance, the American
government with considerable charity contented themselves with
expelling him. He had learned no lessons by his incursions into
the diplomatic underworld. Confident in diplomatic immunity
for his person, he forgot that it did not extend to his luggage, and
when the boat on which he was travelling was stopped by the
British at Falmouth the gallant major was allowed to proceed,
but without his baggage, which included all his secret papers
whose capture landed not a few German agents in British and
American concentration camps. Nothing daunted, Colonel von
Papen got a staff appointment in Palestine. Once again he was
careless; he made no preparations for destroying documents, and
when the British broke through the Turkish front he himself got
away in time, but had to leave all the confidential staff papers to
a surprised but grateful enemy.
After the war Papen disappeared from the public eye, but he
was none the less an important person. His industrialist relations
liked to be connected with him, but they had much too much

